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Mo
Good Moral and Ethics are deeply rooted into Islamic Teachings, both in -.! L2 and ¢ 34 The Prophet ) said
o | have been sent to perfect the noble qualities of
Tazkiya Nafs (_~4d1 5" 5 0 cleansing of inner self) and character building.

This paper attempts to explain 5 main Pillars of Islam and then relate them to Good Character building and
Ethics. Five Pillars include Tawheed (Believe in Oneness of Allah), Sala (prayers), Zakat (Charity), Sawm
(Fasting), and Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah)
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Opening Statement
(dg}uwd@,w}dd@wﬁ”o%w(uwio\.ﬁ:ﬂﬂjwi)}ﬁwd\j}\{)ﬁ}(@lwﬂ;ow;w;owﬁ)w‘ol
gy g ok duz O dgdly ¢ el 5 Y eam s &1 Y] W)Y Of ugsly - Indeed all praises are due to Allah, we praise Him, we

seek His help, we ask for His forgiveness, and we rely soldy on Him. We seek His refuge from the evil in our
souls and from our wicked deeds. Whoever Allah guides, no one can misguide. And whomever Allah misguides,
no one can guide. | bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship except Allah, He is One, wi th no partners,
and | testify that Mohammad ( pbuh)!is His Messenger and His slave.

O O A w0 el Gl Al 51 U 8 WG, U 3 G e ey 30y ol 0 (Sl ol 1S5 10 gy

U3 v—Q‘ - 00 mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and

dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and
the wombs. Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observeré2.

Vs (e 506 0 4,0 i sl 2 280,88 280 A SOGET K0 ] — G0 055 1,0, 1,211,512, G G - 00 People fear
Allah, as he should be feared, and always geak the truth. He will direct you to righteous deeds and He will
forgive you for your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great
achievement.63

The Prophet (pbuh) said:  ddsasa; |85 WEaz 0¥ by des (Gan sabl 4>y & S gkt = 0 - "The best speech is

the Book of Allah and the best guidance and example is that of Muhammad (pbuh). - And the worst of all things
are the newly invented things (in religion), for every innovation is error and misg uidance."* and in another

narration, W Ll ifi} ‘wu mw Ji 397 "every newly invented matter (in religion) is a bid'ah and every bid'ah is a

dalaalah (> - misguidance) and every dalaalah is in the (hell) Fire."s

In another warning the Prophet (pbuh) said: >, ¢ b bt 3 eu-l » - "Whoever introduces into this
affair of ours something that we have not commanded, it is to be rejected.’®. The Prophet (pbuh) said: T JA; e

S, e UM e J60Whoever commits an act that does not conform
rejected of hi mo

Hence, Allah (swt) said: W vﬁ.w EPeE Al ujwv“f ol Js - Say (O Muhammad to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you..." 8.

£

Allah (swt) further said: V_IL;J\ ﬁj\ due Q;JJ\ 31 0 0The true religion with Allah is Islam &°. And then further explained
itby saying: Lo .Gdl e 5N 3SR G G Sy R & 3  0And whoever desires other than Islam as
religion d never will it be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers 610.

1 (pbuh) is commonly used abbreviation for peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.
2Quran, Chapter 4:1 An-Nisa (The Women)

3 Quran, Chapter 33:7071 Al-Ahzab (The Confederates)

4 Reported by al-Muslim

5 Reported by At-Tirmithi

6 Reported by Al -Bukhari and al-Muslim

7 Sahih @ Tafsir Ibn Khatir

8 Quran, Chapter 3:31Al-Imran (The Family of Imran)

9 Quran, Chapter 3:19 Al -Imran (The Family of Imran)

10 Quran, Chapter 3:85Al -Imran (The Family of Imran)
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Thus, the Prophet (pbuh) and His followers submitted to this deen, and Allah (swt) commanded: w ey W.LNTJM

s s80Say: "1l have submitted myself to Allahi(in I|slam),

Hence,AIIah(sm)declared:wdui;;}fﬁif;;}iff-c‘)You are now the best people brou
and reform @82) mankindé

Allah (swt) said: SE01 2 Oy il 042680 You enjoin what is right andnforhbi
Al | ®8.ITide Prophet (pbuh) said: "He among you who witnesses an evil, let him change it with his hand, if he
cannot do that, then by his tongue, if he cannot do even that, then with his heart, and this is the weakest faith."14,

And Allah (swt) said: 9\}1’;3\} vfg\ 1 Y Lg}izéj\} i 415955, 8 0 éAnd cooperate in righteousness and piety,
but do not cooperate in sin and aggressioné 65

And the Prophet (pbuh) said: Ui s sdsie 5208 lhasie Je 2057 0 - 0 Wh @ee intentionally lie on me he should find
his place in hell f i t5.6\6d Allah (swt) said: o5 =adt 2l ¥ & oit U3 s Je o S bli2i60 S0 who s
more unjust than he who invents a lie about Allah or denies His signs? Indeed, the criminals will not succeed 6*7.

And the Prophet (pbuh) said: NENER ;}J‘U ondledd J\h:s\} (AW Gy A e Oy e il 7 capddll s et -0 T hi s
knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy ones of every generation & they will expel from it the alterations
made by those going beyond bounds, the false claif¥s of t

Thus Allah (swt) strongly commanded us not to alter it. 25 a0 s a5 0 Gl [0 b 1 all 708 G 000 25 i
Oyidas U 0 ST ST, 1 LA - 6 3 0 S@st you (O Muhammad) your face towards the religion of pure Islamic

Monothe ism Hanifa (worship none but Allah Alone) Allahs Fitrah (i.e. Allahs Islamic Monotheism), with which
He has created mankind. No change let there be in Khalgillah (i.e. the Religion of Allah Islamic Monotheism), that
is the straight religion, but most of me n know not. 619

When Allah (swt) gave prophet hood to Musa (as) and asked him to invite mankind to Tawheed and way of
Allah (swt), he prayed to Allah (swt):

IO SR A IR S AU o % 0¥ o - o co ¥ . TyT
k;b.eb.@_u;“ cgs:uwow‘-pz-b ‘QSJ'A‘L;!J"‘”J ‘L,SJML“ACJ‘:"‘%)JJU
20:25 [Moses] said, "My Lord, expand for me my breast [with assurance]. 20:26 And ease for me my task 20:27 And untie
the knot from my tongue . 20:28 That they may understand my speech

And we ask Allah (swt) to grand us same. Amen.
D W= ey ales? 5T e g et L o B o

11 Quran, Chapter 3:20Al-Imran (The Family of Imran)

12Quran, Chapter 3:110Al -Imran (The Family of Imran)

13Quran, Chapter 3:10Al -Imran (The Family of Imran)

14 Reported by Muslim

15Quran, Chapter 5:3 Al-Ma'idah (The Table Spread)

16 Reported by Bukhari and Muslim

17Quran, Chapter 10:17Yunus (Jonah)

BRecorded by IKbatb ab-Bhdghdadi, bn Askkir, and others. It is reported from number of sahabah including Abu Hurairah,
Ibn Masud, and Anas (ra). All of its reports have various levels of weakness, but they add up col lectively to make this hadith hasan, as is
indicated by al -Albani in Mishkat ul -Masabih (#248), and as expressed by aHalabi in al -Hittah (p. 70).

19 Quran, Chapter 30:30Ar -Rum (The Romans)
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About this document
This purpose of choosing to write on this topic is four folds:

i. Identify the roots of Ethics and High Moral in Islamic System (Deen)
i Character building of Muslims through attainment of Faith
iii . Role of Pillars of Islam in instilling Islamic Ethics in Muslims
iv. How we can attain these high Islamic Moral Standards
The paper is divided into fi ve parts:

i. Part 1 6 Deen ul Islam & Foundation of Ethical code: Discusses fundamental principles behind Islamic
civilization and understand ultimate goal of human being in light of Islamic principles. It then discusses
that status of human in this universe to establish the link between Ethical code and our ultimate goal and
purpose. It discusses the purpose of our existence, and our relationship with Universe and the creator of
Universe, namely Allah (swt). It provides the historical background and purpose of our creation, and
provides high level guideline of our objective and goals on this earth.

ii. Part 2 8 Muslim Character Building through faith  : Discussesthe aids, the helps and the means provided
by Allah (swt) to meet those objectives and goals. It discusses the four stages of Human character

development in Islam. It discuss the Fitra of human being, it discusses Islam as Deen of human nature (>

skd) , the Prophet Mohammadds high moral stang@isd)s, anc
in Islam.

iii . Part 3 8 Pillars of Islam, Morals & Character Building : Establishes strong links of high moral standards
and ethics to the Deen (System) of Islam. Briefly discusses main pillars of Islam. Including Tawheed
(Believe in Oneness of Allah), Salah prayers), Zakat (Charity), Sawn (Fasting), Hajj (Pilgrimage to
Makkah) and their relationship with building good ethics, moral standards and character building. It
explains the meaning of uttering words 0l @& persbnl ah i |
proclaims shahada. It then further creates a clear connection between every pillar of Islam and its impact
on our character, and how slowly these pillars transforms an ignorant person to highly personified and
civilized human being.

iv. Part 4 8 How to attain high morals standards : We all know five Pillars of Islam, and now we have
learned their importance and benefits. But how can we acquire these morals? What do we need to do to
adapt to this way of living and attain same standard of ethics as our b eloved Prophet (pbuh). This section
takes a look at structured methodology of achieving that goal. define a step by step path that can be
followed to attain these high moral standards, and join a very elite club of remarkable people

V. Conclusion: Conclusion that practicing these Five Foundational Pillars of Islam, Muslims can be assured
of good moral conduct and ethics.

vi. References:reference of some good Books.

Introduction

The importance of Moral and Ethics in Islamic Shariah can be understood by the fact that there is so much text in
Quran and Sunnah that if we were to collect all of it, it will create many voluminous books. Islam is a religion that
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came to guide the high standard of morality to human race. The Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) repeatedly said tha t
the best Muslim is the one who has the best Moral character.

Usama bin Sharik reported: OWe were sitting in the company o
on our heads. None of us had the courage to speak. In the meantime somepeople came and asked The Prophet (pbuh):
OWho among His sl aves i s denmnwhwsdsthé hest dral chdraetéd HeT arbeaprliaineid]: o

The Prophet ( p b Whigh Mwsting has thek perfect faith?6 He  a n s @ne wkodhas _the best morl
character 6 [ Tabarani]

The Prophet (pbuh) said: o00On judgment day there wild.l be no

Il slam is the religion that heavily focuses on character
admitting into Islam. In fact, it teaches that sins can be washed not just by accepting commands of Allah but by

physically doing these commands in Actions, and that bad deed can be washed away by doing good deeds. The
person who acts on All ahés commands and perform good dee

There is strong relationship between Strong Iman (faith) and good character. A person cannot attain full or
perfect faith without attaining good character. In fact, a person with bad character is likely to find a place in hell
then in paradise.

Anas reported Messenger of Alah(pbuh) as saying: OA person can reach a high s
though he may be weak in matters of worship, and he can al so
[Abu Dawood]

The person with good character elevates himself to the status of those who are pious in their prayers and
worships.

Aisha (ra) reported Prophet (pbuh) saying: OA believer with
night and fast during the daydé [ Abu Dawood]

Similarly , I bn Omar related that he heard the Prophet (gadhesiby savyi

Islam has five main pillars, namely i) Tawheed ii) Prayers iii) Charity iv) Fasting v) Pilgrimage to Makkah. These
are various acts of worship and obedience to Allah. All of these pillars are attributes directly towards character
building and bestowing high morals a nd ethics into Muslims. For instance:

i.  Tawheed (oneness of Allah) is to believe in Allah as one God with unmatched power and attributes, and
admit to these unmatched powers of Allah by submitting to commands of Allah (swt) unconditionally.
Tawheed teaches humbleness, human nature, humility, philanthropy, piousness, righteousness and
doing the right thing and abstaining from all evil and sinful activities.

ii. Salah (prayers) are five daily prayers evenly distributed throughout the day. Allah (swt) said in Qura n
that prayer protect from sandpsrformAs-Salartiiawi. verly, Ac-Salatv i t i e s

Ankaboot 29:45]
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iii . Zakat (charity) is due on all Muslim (based on financial ability). Zakat not only serves the purpose of
welfare of citizens, but it also establishes relationship of kindness and love amongst various classes of the
society. It reduces the love of material wealth in heart and increases the sense of helping other people in
need.

iv.  Sawm (fasting) is compulsory for Muslim in month of Ramadan. Fasting brings piousness and tawqga to
Muslims. It not only teaches self control and abstinence from worldly desires but it also teaches the pain
of others (who do not get enough food to eat).

V. Haj (pilgrim to Makkah) is a ritually obligatory on Muslims who can afford it (financially and
physically). The Haj teaches attributes of self control, high morals, humility, modesty, brotherhood,
kindness and caring.

All these pillars teaches disciple, self-control, piousness, humility, humbleness, modesty, high morals, caring and
love, and purify Muslims so much so that they attain moral perfection both inner and outward, while people see
it and when no one is watching them, from their tongue and what they have in their heart. They complete
eliminate hypocrisy and Riya (show off), and instill real character and noble qualities.

10




Part 1: Deen Islam and Foundation of Moral Code

Part 1: Deen Islam and Foundation of Moral Code

Islamic Civilization created a huge impact on global scene. Some writers charge that Islamic Civilization is
influenced with nations that lived prior to it, especially roman civilization. And that Arabs only added a mix to it.
They try to link its root to Persians, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, and Babylonians etc. This is a mistake on their
part.

Though nations do get influenced with customs and prior cultures but Islamic civilization is original in nature
and itdéds buil d erenophorrowed ifrgmaahysother tivdlizatioms. However, what can be added is
that Arab customs and traditions became part of secondary dealings and became part of civilization.

Some people consider Civilization as intellectual state, ethics, morals, culture, customs, tradition, science, art,
industry, governance, politics etc. The fact is that these are not the fundamental of a civilization but the results
and gains of it. These are the produce of core fundamentals that is the soul of a civilization2o,

Hence, it is important when one reviews a civilization it looks at the fundamental principles and its basis. For
instance,

i. Believes and Thoughts:

a Concept of Creation and Huma n 6Vghatsstha toncept af ecreatroredf at i o n
universe and relationship between us (human) and universe?

b. Objective of Life and end result of our struggle: What is the purpose of our existence in this
universe, and why are we doing this entire struggle? What is that objective and end game that we
are running after?

c. Believes and thoughts: What are the founding principles upon which Human character
development shapes up? What kind of mindset this civilization is building? What is the relationship
between the ultimate objective and this special type of character building?

ii. Human development , Moral Standards and Ethical Code : What kind of human being it is creating?
What kind of ethical and moral standards its setting for this human to live and achieve that ultimate
objective. And though that civilization is building of a nation, but the individual humans are those who
collectively build a nation. And building strong characters, ethics, morals and values in individual
humans is what builds a strong nation.

iii . Collective System (of governance, justice, protection and deal ings): Lastly, what kind of relationship it
builds between various members of the nation. What is relationship between family members, between
neighbor, between friends and society, rulers and ruled, judge, politicians, industrialist, businessman,
priest, and common man etc. what are their rights and boundaries?

Mawdudi states that Civilization is build upon these five essences and so as Islamic Civilization. Hence, it is
important to understand how an Islamic civilization approaches character building in light of these
fundamentals. We will briefly discuss some of these points, but mainly focus on our original topic in relating Five
Pillars of Islam with Human Development and Character Building.

First determine status of Human in this Universe
In order to understand morality and ethical code, first we must answer what is our status in this universe?

20 |slamic Civilization and its principles and origin ( sts 5 J el é‘”‘ o3 i Dud) 8 Abu Ala al -Mawdudi

11




Part 1: Deen Islam and Foundation of Moral Code

However, people often jumped to subsequent question that what is the criterion of right and wrong for human
conduct? What is the ultimate good that human shou Id direct their energy?

The fact of matter is that in order to answer the second question, they must first answer the first question, i.e.
what is humands real position and status in this univer :
we correctly determine our position and purpose on earth 2L,

Islam answers this question up front that Humans are the Khalifa 22 of Allah (swt) on Earth. Everything on
universe belongs to Allah alone and that what human own they are not real owner, but they are entrusted by
their Lord. Allah (swt) has appointed man as vicegerent on earth and granted him lease of life to test and trial
him. And on Day of Judgment each human will be judged and held accountable. And Allah (swt) will not only
judge human for how he utilized things that Allah entrusted with him, but also all public dealing and social
conduct.

Second most important fact that Islam teaches is that Human is a servant and not the master. Once these two facts
are fully understood, and we understand our re lationship with God and status on Earth then only we can address
morality and ethics.

Humans are servants and not Master

Letds first understand that Humans are not Master, but
(swt) on Earth, and he is not the owner or lawmaker on Earth. His job is to implement the commands of Allah. It

is not his role that he becomes arrogant and becomes the master himself and then enslaves the rest of human
population. And once he declare himself master he oppresses other humans either by force or by making laws

that gives him right to enjoy higher status. Like we see today that some powerful groups join forces to enact law

that allows them higher status in business to accumulate and amass wealth.

The true justice is when no human is allowed to enforce his law on other human. When Laws are from other
source than human themselves; A source that is neutral; A source who is the Creator of everything. How can this
be a justice that 51% people enforce their opinion on 49% peple in the name of majority decision!, or 75% enforce
it on 25%7?. Whatever the ratio is, one party enforces their opinion on other party. And how can we treat it as
justice until and unless that the decision maker is neutral.

Hence Allah (swt) said: ixs'ei S-4 i .21 6 ols not Allah the Best of judges?623 and said: 57 i £az 4l 31 25241 o

;ﬂ)fﬁ\ = - 0Judgment lies with Allah alone. He declares the Truth, and He is the best judge6?4.

Thus, Islam teaches us that the true Master is Allah (swt), and we are only his slave. We have no right to become
master of Al l ahds creation, neither do any other human
considered rebell ieonandg as incscde sAsl | aafh 6lsumaudn i n this world d
command as his vicegerent.

21 Ethical View Point of Islam & Abu Ala al -Mawdudi. (Address delivered at Islamia College, Peshawar, on 14th February 1944.)

22 9'Khalifah' or vicegerent is one who exercises the authority delegated to him by hi s principal, and does so in the capacity of his deputy and
agent. Hence, whatever authority he possesses is not inherently his own, but is derived from, and circumscribed by, the limit s set by his
principal. A vicegerent is not entitled to do what he pleas es, but is obliged to carry out the will of his master. If the vicegerent were either to

begin thinking himself the real owner and to use the authority delegated to him in whatever manner he pleased, or if he were to acknowledge
someone other than the realowner as his lord and master and to follow his directions, these would be deemed acts of infidelity and rebellion 6
[Tafheem]

23 Quran, Chapter 95:9 At-Tin (The Fig)

24 Quran, Chapter 6:57 Al-An'am (The Cattle)

12
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Some arrogant people who have become master of other by self declaring that right using force; they claim that
this is their | and theinoppressive lprettey dareleadecanddind amoihde End. This is most
arrogant stature a human can take. The land belongs to Allah, the Earth belongs to Allah, and the Universe
belongs to Allah. Why not these so called masters find another universe of their own which they build from their
own hands and live there? Did they create this Earth to claim such right?

Allah (swt) said: ‘65 5 b G 5 8g s b O3 oaF 5 Sl oas S GG 55 ees o el g ol cus 1
0 0Say (O Muhammad): "O Allah! Possessor of the kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You
take the kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom
You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all things 6%

Human Creation and opposition forces
Humans are Khalifa of Allah (swt) on Earth. When Allah (swt) decided to create Adam he told the Angles: 6 3[}

O bt N G ool ) 06 & L8 Bliny i Dy o1 By Wb Tl 0 W el B e 5001 3 e IS S -0 Jus t

recall the time when your Lord said to the angels, "I am going to appoint a vicegerent [Khalifa] on the Earth.”
They humbly enquired, "Are you going to appoint such a one as will cause disorder and shed blood on the Earth?
We are already engaged in hymning Your praise, and hallowing Your nhame". 426

After He (swt) created Adam, He ordered all angl es
order , but I bl ees [ Satan] refused All ahds or dadr"l amnal
the one to prostrate myself to a human being, whom You created from sounding clay of altered black smooth

mud."27 Allah (swt) out -casted Iblees and cursed him said: .3 ¢ Ji Gl G O - 1) S G 7 5+ J6 - o(Allah)
said: "Then, get out from here, for verily, you are Rajeem (an outcast or a cursed one)And verily, the curse shall
be upon you till the Day of Recompense (i . e. the Day o Resurrection)."56

Iblees (Satan) asked for respite, and Allah (swt) in his wisdom allowed him time until Day of Judgment. Iblees
(Sat an) swore that he wild. mi $O rayaldrd! Becansenyou anisledenze r | tshmall
indeed adorn the path of error for them (mankind) on the earth, and | shall mislead them al |, Except Your chosen,
(guided) slaves among themdgla!-Hiir 15:39],

Allah (swt) replied to Iblees (Satan): s s e Gl 2 V) Sl setle 0 L sstle ) — 1l e B (05 JU - 0 6 This is
the Way which will lead straight to Me. Certainly, you shall have no authority over My slaves, except those who

follow you of the Ghaween (Mushrikoon and those who go astray, criminals, polytheists, and evil -doers, etc.)dl!-
Hijr 15:41-42]29

From this story of creation of Human, we can conclude:

i Human is vicegerent of Allah (swt) on Earth, hence he is in need of Guidance of Allah. This guidance is
needed to provide collective system for governance, justice, protection and way of living on earth.

ii. The Satanic forces those oppose human are actively in place to misguide and mislead. Hence, Allah (swt)
must help Human w ith His guidance to build a strong character that can defend him against satanic
forces, both individually and collectively as a society.

25 Quran, Chapter 3:26- Ale-Imran (Family of Im ran)
26 Quran, Chapter 2:20- Al-Bagarah (The Cow)

27 Quran, Chapter 15:33- al-Hijr

28 Quran, Chapter 15:3435 - al-Hijr

29 Quran, Al -Bagarah 2:300 2:40, Al-Hijr 15:25 § 15:42
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Part 1: Deen Islam and Foundation of Moral Code

That a protection mechanism is needed to protect one human from other, if they start to violate each

ot her 8 sndrstarg the bloedshed on Earth. These mechanisms on one hand include laws of
governance and justice, and on other hand building a mindset that believes in mutual existence. And that

one human doesn6t harm other nor getasonlyaskobkedtobey ot h
obedience to Allah and follow his | aws and commands,
the true justice is only when no human force his own law on other human but that all agree to follow

laws of the Creator.

Understand Purpose of our creation
To summarize lengthy discussion here is brief outline of purpose of our creation and human life cycle in six steps:

Vi.

Life is a test: The reasonAllah (swt) send us to earth is to see which ones of us are truly obedient and
which ones are rebellious. AsAllah (swt) 1 »55d 30 &3 Gl 60 [ He] who created dea

t est SoyHencé life is a test to proof our allegiance to Allah (swt) and demonstrate our utmost
commitment, loyalty and obedi ence towards him.

Obedi ence t o Thk bbgdtivedfahisdent & @inflinching loyalty and obedience of Allah (swt)
by obeying His commands and following His Messengers. As Allah (swt) described that the sole purpose

of our creation was to be obedient to him. o353 U [l txdt &3 G380 And | (Al lah) create
and humans except they should worship Me (Alone) .63!

Purification of Soul is the outcome: A per son who submit himself to Alla
guidance makes Tazkiaun-Nafs ( -l 45" 5), means that he achieves the state where his outward actions
and his inward believes all align with Shariah of Allah (swt) , and he has cleansed his soul of any evil
doings according to Shariah Will of Allah (swt) ( is,: a.:l). No one will enter Paradise except with a

[LIFECYCLE
. » Lifeisa
Judgment Day is the accountability: One that day we , test
all stand in front of Allah (swt) to give account of our 4
deeds. Good deeds are rewarded and bad deeds are
punished. In His Devine wisdom Allah (swt) may
choose to forgive the sinners, but He will not forgive o

. . ~~ Purification
anyone who made partners to His Majesty. of Soul

purified soul.

Reward is either Paradise or Hell: That Allah (swt)
records all events during our life in the book, He has B Y 4
appointed over us angles who maintains a record of our & Rewards \:’
activities. On day of Judgment they will awarded a
success in their right hands or a punishment in their left
hand. This is reward from the creator. Those who have
lived their life according to His commands will be placed in the Paradi se where they will enjoy for
eternity, and the wretched and evil doers will b e punished in hell for eternity .

Choice is ours: Hence, we have some choices to make in this life.Allah (swt) not only explained us
purpose of our creation and objective of our life but also gave detailed account of end outcome, that if we

30 Quran, Chapter 67:2
31 Quran, Chapter 51:56
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obey him and follow his commands He will reward us. Then He gave us free will to choose. And our
success depends on making the correct choices.

Summary
Based on above discussion we conclude that the foundation of Islamic Ethical Code is as following:

provided by the Creator. That the true estimation of what is wrong or right, and what is success and
failure, and what is truth and false hood cannot be defined by self in short view of worldly paradigms.

Allah (swt) said: &\}E}&)ﬁ@ﬁ-bThen He showed him what is wrong f

hi m2Téhat in order to understand wrong or right, one ¢
vision of life and self pleasure. Rather, it should be understood under bigger picture with ultimate goal
and purpose of our life, and our standing in here -after.

These moral standards should be based on larger time spam then only the context of our own life. It
"should include all people that lived before and will live after. It should be applicable to all times under
all circumstances. And they should be applicable to all kinds of people, all races of people, and all classes
of people (rich or poor etc). They should take into consideration behaviors and attitude of different
people and their moods at different times, when they are happy and when they are sad.

Who is the one that can define such comprehensive moral and ethical standards? Who is that can
understand all humans of all times under all circumstances?

The truth and fact is that no one can but only the Creator 8 The Allah (swt) himself - The All-Mighty. No
else really can. And if any one claims it, he lies.

iii . The Creator (Allah) provided us with His G _uidance through His Messengers and revealed His Books,

during the course of history. These are the real guidance, as they are directly from the Creator. Using His
guidance we can distinguish right from wrong and define ethical code for social conduct.

Allah (swt) i s the most compassionate, the most merciful and the most just of all. All Humans are equal in
his eyes. He is absolutely free from all injustices, narrow mindedness, cruelty, wickedness, callousness,
bigotry, and partiality. He is also the Creator of all t hings. Off all people and kind, He knows best, what is

the most suitable moral and ethical code for human is. He knows best, what law is the most just and

equal for all. Hence, the true moral standard in essence is what is defined by the Creator (Allah) himself.

vi.  And what motivates us to_bind with that Ethical and moral code  is the accountability that lies in here

after. That all of us will stand before the Creator (Allah) and He will judge us for our actions and choices
that we made here.

32Quran, Chapter 91:8
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Part 2. Character Building through faith

We discussed the purpose of our creation earlier and the reason of Allah (swt) sending us on Earth to be his
vicegerent. Allah (swt) gave us a mission on Earth to bring awareness amongst the people about their Creator and
their orig in, and to inform them about their mission.

In order to help us in our mission and goals, Allah (swt) did not leave us helpless. He provided us with various
tools and means that we can use to find guidance and truth. These means are in three areas:

i. Creating us on a human nature ( s ,k3) that are the true traits of normal human being. And provided a
person is not given wrong information, he continues to live on original human instinct/nature.

i By giving us conscience and intellect. That we use them to analyze our surrounding and make judgments
of right and wrong.

iii . Send His Messenger with the Book of All ah (swt)ds

also lived by us to proof by example on how to live it.
When we put these three together we find the right means and tools that we need to fulfill our missions.

Now, you may ask how does this relatives to character building? There is a direct relationship between Faith and
Character building as we discussed it in detail in next section.

Allah (swt) created Human on specific nature. This nature suites good character and qualities that distinct human
beings from other creations (e.g. animals, devils). But when a child is growing and lives in a system or society his
nature is affected and influenced by his surroundings. A good surrounding, good teachers, and good friends can
help child build a good character and ethics. Similarly, A bad surrounding and bad influence from family, friends
and social system will affect the child to build bad habits.

Further, these bad habits and influence may affect his conscience and intellect. A good human nature suggests
killing another person is bad and this is also supported by natural conscience and intellect. However, a badly
influenced person may not have his natural conscience and intellect, and his bad nature may take over his ability
to think like a natural human being.

Hence, it is of utmost importance to build the right nature and conscience in a child or person, so he can think and
act like a normal human being.

For this reason, Allah ( swt ) sent Hi s Messengers with His Books.

guidance and keep us on right path.

All of this guidance is teaching us high moral and ethical standards that are required to maintain good
environment and peace on Earth. If these Moral and Ethical Standards are not closely followed, then there is
likely to be bloodshed on Earth.

Deen Islam is a Universal Religion

Islam is a universal religion. It is the religion that started with first man came to Earth & Adam, who was the first
Messenger and vicegerent of Allah (swt) on Earth. After Him, came many Messengers who all brought the same
common Message from Allah (swt).

16
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16:360And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid taghoot." And among
them were those whom Allah guided, and among them were those upon whom error was [deservedly] decreed. So
proceed through the earth and observe how was the end of the deniers 33

z s 8?7 et
N gty &l ST 3 Gy 2y

Quran testifies and confirms all Islamic Religions that came before Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) including all
Abrahamic faiths like Judaism and Christianity:

e - oGy, Tyroke or s soor oy ¥ 3 ¥ ool Tyes - . &0
VY R W Pt I s PP YRV W ewdzsu U\SJUJ&J, e @Js rRURURIRA]
.2 e e 22
3:24 Allah dthere is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustalner of existence. He has sent down upon you, [O

Muhammad], the Book in truth, confirming what was before it. And He revealed the Torah and the Gospel . Before, as
guidance for the people. And He revealed the Qur'an 6. 34

As we mentioned earlier, all Prophets brought same message of submission and obedience to Allah and rejection
of anyone who rebel against Allah. All the Prophets submitted to Allah and accepted Islam as their Deen:

// n‘ P

21:250And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad (pbuh)) but We |nsp|red him (saying): La ilaha illa
Ana (none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)), so worship Me (Alone and none else)." ¢35

i.  Prophet Abraham, the father of all muwahideen said: (st &7 S50 36 AL 4 4 6 31 - When his Lord

said to him, "Submit (i.e. be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of
t he Al ameen (mankind, $inns and all that exists).

i. Abraham & Isaac said: Gl L5, S u’j} larlales el ek sty 5, 8 00ur Lord! And make us
submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our Manasik (all
the ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and Umrah, etc.), and accept our repentance.03”

ii.  Queen of Sheba accepted Religion of Solo mon: i 27 ) 0Ull 6 Sl i Ealb 12 6 o oShe
said: "My Lord! Verily, | have wronged myself, and | submit (in Islam) together with Sulaiman

(Solomon), to Allah, the Lord of the Alameen (mankind,j i nns and a IB| t hat exists) . ¢

iv.  Prophet Moses said: il o25 of 1,575 ol d, 227 24 o) % § 2 5% U6, 6 0And Moses said, "O my people,

if you have believed in Allah, then rely upon Him, if you should be Mus | i PAs . " 0

33 Quran, Chapter 16:36

34Quran, Chapter 3:2-4

35Quran, Chapter 21:25- Al -Anbiya

36 Quran, Chapter 2:131- Al-Bagara(The Cow)
37 Quran, Chapter 2:128- Al-Bagara(The Cow)
38 Quran, Chapter 24:44- An-Naml

39 Quran, Chapter 10:84
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Part 2: Character Building through faith

Vi,

Vii .

viii .

Xi.

Prophet lesa (Jesus) said: 1, 3&30; wu AR B /ojfg\};j\ JG 4l gl a i S G e LT CD
ufiw 0 0Then when lesa (Jesus) came to know of the disbelief, he said: "Who will be my helpers in

Allahs Cause?" Al-Hawarioon (the disciples) said: "We are the helpers of Allah; we believe in Allah, and
bear witness that we are Muslims (i.e. we submitt o Al4 ah) . 0

Prophet lesa said: i Ll o 135 8 4150 ;?j;’j P 1 o1 8 oIndeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Hi m. This is4a straight path. o6

Prophet Mohammad said: & [,k ot n 200 628y St Ll U6 a8 o ) e Cald Ja w S bp
?)353@\ 0 0So if they dispute with you (Muhammad (pbuh)) say: "I have submitted myself to Allah (in

Islam), and (so have) those who follow me." And say to those who were given the Scripture (Jews and
Christians) and to those who are illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you (also) submit yourselves (to Allah in
Islam)?" If they do, they are rightly guided; 042

jL‘@jﬂ\ 1?\}3\ Al \i :51 e Wy i i Js d 0Say, [O Muhammad], "I am only a warner, and there is not any
deity except Allah, the One, the Prevailing 6*3.

Noah said: 0,25 Wl 372 d) 2 ST Gl 1,051 45§ 0 o J 6 dif 4, 3 We have sent Noah to his people,
and he said oh: my people worship Allah, the Onewho y ou have no ot h4®r God but

Shuday bésaiseduali ik %y J6 Gas w4l 5% Jis - 0And to Madyan [We sent] their brother
Shu' ayb. He said, "O my people, worshi@ All ah; you

Prophet Aad : 0,25 54l $772 « 11 22 ST G i 1,051 25 G 06 1s 58 w360 s iy 8 0ANd to the 'Aad [We sent] their
brother Hud. He said, "O my people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Hi m. Then will you

not feaft Hi m?" 6

Prophet Saleh: 55 + i -2 oS0 G i 1,051 23§ J6 Ul w560 5,25 1y - 0And to the Thamud [We sent] their
brother Salih. He said, "O my people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him. There has come
to you clear evidence from your Lord. 647

Prophet Yousuf: 501 31 1,555 3T 740 ) 3y 25 o) Bl e e A1 3T G SAUT BAT G A2 STV 6 e 05 G
O N B ST IS T 2 LA 5k 8 GYou worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named
them, you and your fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah.

He has commanded that you worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of the people
do not know. ¢48

BLESSINGSAND PEACE BE UPON AL L MESSENGERS OFA LLAH

40 Quran
41 Quran
42Quran
43 Quran
44Quran
45 Quran
46 Quran
47 Quran
48 Quran

, Chapter 3:52
, Chapter 43:64
, Chapter 3:20
, Chapter 38:65
, Chapter 23:23
, Chapter 11:84
, Chapter 7:65
, Chapter 7:73
, Chapter 12:40
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Part 2: Character Building through faith

Quran praised all the Messengers of Allah (swt):

%uw)w$dmﬂ— r&}J)J;LMuwuL;-;S&a:;MﬁuJ&H\JALM:j/ QUJ

2 P

MugfuJJJ{)obujwjﬁjwyjuyboszﬂb )JU.AJJJU.ALJML;-jJJLg
ol B s 555 B 405 s JJL?»:»*} - Ll 3 5 ) [ (et s ﬁ))

6:83 And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibrahim (Abraham) against his people. We raise whom We will in degrees.
Certainly your Lord is AllWise, AllKnowing. 6:84 And We bestowed upon him Ishaque (Isaac) and Yaqoob (Jacob), each of
them We guided, and before him, We guided Nooh (Noa h), and among his progeny Dawood (David), Sulaiman
(Solomon), Ayub (Job), Yoosuf (Joseph), Moosa (Moses), and Haroon (Aaron). Thus do We reward the gooddoers. 6:85
And Zakariya (Zachariya), and Yahya (John) and lesa (Jesus) and lliyas (Elias), each one ahem was of the righteous. 6:86
And Ismail (Ishmael) and Al -Yasa (Elisha), and Yoonus (Jonah) and Lout (Lot), and each one of them We preferred above
the Alameen (mankind and jinns) (of their times). 4°

Allah (swt) mentioned in another place that all of the se Messengers of Allah (swt) brought the same way of life
which was brought by Prophet Mohammad (pbuh):

Py

sijjﬁjrﬁs,mw)u}ws Lf:;}u;;m}\;ﬂd:@ dusuﬁv_is”’

waﬂwuﬁus&:xww}iﬁix USM@;’JK
42:130He has appomted for you the same Way of life which He had ordained for Noah and which ( O Muhammad) We
have now revealed to you; and which We had already enjoined on Abraham and Moses and Jesus, stessing: "Establish this
Way and be not divided in it." The same thing to which you (O Muhammad) are calling the mushriks has set them ill at
ease. Allah chooses for Himself whomever He wills, and He guides to His Way only him who turns to Him (in
penitence).650

PO

Uy L s}id

16:360And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saylng], Worshlp Allah and avoid taghoot." 051
The summary from the history of all these Nobel P rophets and Messengers of Allah is that5

i. The Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) did not found a new religion. Nor did any other Prophet. They all
brought the same religion from same God (Allah)

i.  They were all Muslims (.-.2). They all submitted (L. to Allah (sw).
iii . They accepted Allah (swt) as Rabb Lff;} w W ;ﬁ\).
iv.  They all asked their followers to become slave to Allah (swt) (Z\IJ\ bi’t\).

V. They all accepted Allah as lllah (351), and accept Allah as legislator ( 415 Y\ v_<>¢J\ 01), and they proclaimed la
illaha illa Allah ( 30 4 v).

49 Quran, Chapter 6:83-86 0 Al -Anaam (The Cattle)

50 Quran, Chapter 42:13

51 Quran, Chapter 16:36

52 The context and definition of words Ibadah, lllah and proclaimation of Tawheed (la illah illa Allah) are all defined in thisp  aper.
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