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I. TITLE OF ISLAM 

Opening Statement 

 - Indeed all praises are due to Allah, we praise Him, we 

seek His help, we ask for His forgiveness, and we rely solely on Him. We seek His refuge from the evil in our 
souls and from our wicked deeds. Whoever Allah guides, no one can misguide. And whomever Allah misguides, 
no one can guide. I bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship except Allah, He is One, with no partners, 
and I testify that Mohammad (pbuh)1 is His Messenger and His slave.  
 

Islam 
Islam is based on 5 pillars. The Prophet (pbuh) said, 
 

 

Narrated Ibn 'Umar:  
Allah's Apostle said: Islam is based on (the following) five (principles):  
1. To testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is Allah's Apostle. 2. To offer 
the (compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and perfectly. 3. To pay Zakat (i.e. obligatory charity). 4. To 
perform Hajj. (i.e. Pilgrimage to Mecca)  
5. To observe fast during the month of Ramadan (Sahih Bukhari, Book #2 Iman, Hadees # 7) 

 

 ˂ Hence, the 5 pillars of Islam are: 

 ˂ Testimony of faith ò ó and at-Tawheed ò ó, 

 ˂ As-Salat òó ð The compulsory prayers 

 ˂ Az-Zakat òó ð Obligatory charity 

 ˂ As-Sawm òó ð Fast in month of Ramadan 

 ˂ Al-Hajj òó ð The Pilgrimage to Mecca 

 
The first two are compulsory on every sane adult Muslim, fasting is obligatory except excused for weak and sick, 
Zakat is obligatory if one has accumulated defined limit of wealth, hajj is obligatory only if one is physically fit 
and able to afford it financially. 
 
We will be discussing Tawheed in greater detail in next part of this book. Tawheed and Testimony of faith is in 
essence same thing, however, for the purpose of this book we will explain them in their finer details. You can 
understand testimony of faith as an ôoathõ for accepting the Tawheed. Similar to how people take ôoathõ after 
accepting citizenship to a country, hence, admitting to abide by the law of that country. 

                                                           
1 (pbuh) is commonly used abbreviation for peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 
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The first pillar Tawheed is also the Core ( ) of the Islamic System, while the other four pillars are branches 

( ) that were specific to Shariah ( ) that Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) brought. And even though that 

these were also part of Shariah of other Prophets, the methods of performing them may have been different. For 
instance, fasting was made obligatory on many previous Prophets and their followers, but they may have fasted 
differently. Quran mentions Zakariya (Zacharias, father of John and patron of Maryam ð mother of Jesus) fasted 
by remaining quiet for three days2. 
 

Title of Islam - 

When somebody submits to Allah (swt) and admits to His Deen, he or she proclaims their submission by 
announcing: 
 

There is no Illah but Allah, Muhammad is Messenger of Allah

 
This is the Title of Islam, proclamation to Tawheed and the entrance to citizenship to Deen Allah. This is often 

referred to as testimony of faith òó. 

 
It consists of two parts: 
 

 ˂ There is no  Illah but Allah 

 ˂ Muhammad is his Messenger.  

 
The first part has two aspects ð Negative and Positive: 
 

 ˂ There is no G od: Taking away any possibility of giving the capacity of God to any thing  

 ˂ But Allah : Attributing it to Allah, and Only Allah 

 
Capacity of God in following sense: 
 

 ˂ As a creator and sustainer 

 ˂ As the law-maker. 

 ˂ As a judge to whom all creation is accountable. 

 

REJECT ALL OTHER ILLAH FIRST:  
Thus, a believer must first clean his heart from the belief of any other god or from the worship of any their deity 
or false power, only then can faith in the Oneness of Allah can be established. This has been stated in Quran in 

                                                           
2 Quran, [3:41] Al-Imran (The Family of Imran). 
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many verses such as:   ð 2:256 òSo whoever disbelieves in Taghoot and believes in 

Allahéó  

 

Responsibilities after taking this Oath 
 

 ˂ The declaration of faith means that you accepted to be citizenship of Deen (Islamic System) of Allah.  

 ˂ And that you take oath that you will obey Allahõs Law and you will be obedient to Him alone. 

 - 4:59 òO you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger ..ó.  

 ˂ And you accepted that Truth is only whatõs revealed in Allahõs book  - 2:176 òThat is 

because Allah has sent down the Book in truthó.  

 ˂ And you accepted that the only true guidance is Guidance of Mohammad His Messenger. 

 - 4:80 òHe who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah..ó 

 ˂ And that Allah (swt) sent down book of Truth and guidance with His Messenger that you agreed to follow 

and you agreed to obey it to resolve disputes.  ð 2:213 òé sent 

down with them the Scripture in truth to judge between the people concerning that in which they differedéó 

 

Mere words not enough: 
This can be illustrated by saying if one puts òDr.ó in front of his name doesnõt make him a doctor until he actually 
goes to university and certify and practice. Thus, by merely saying la illah illa Allah one doesnõt become Muslim 
until he educate and practice4. Similarly, if one is thirsty, he can not fulfil his thirst by saying òwater wateró, 
except that he physically drinks water. Or if one is sick, he can not cure himself by repeating the word òAdvil 
Adviló, except he physically eats that medicine. Thus, one can not finds paradise by merely declaring himself 
òMuslim Muslimó, until he fulfils commands of Allah by doing it in action. 
 
This fact is emphasized when the Prophet (pbuh) said that Iman consists over seventy branches: 
 

 

 

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said: Faith has over seventy 
branches or over sixty branches, the most excellent of which is the declaration that there is no god but Allah, 

                                                           
3 Refer to chapter on Taghoot later in this book. 

4 Meaning after proclamation of òla illah ..ó one must first learn the two proclamations i.e. i)   ii) , and understand its 

meaning and effect, because learning them and their meaning is mandatory.  
 

Secondly, the mukalif  (an adult and mature person bound with sharia after his/her proclamation) must learn enough to clearly 

understand:  
 

a) Islamic Beliefs ( )  

b) Actions ( ) that are necessary to remain in fold of Islam  

c) Restraining from actions ( ) those are necessary to remain in fold of Islm.  

 
Hence, it is important that this person testify in such a way that no doubt remains about his total submission to Allah (swt) and His laws. 
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and the humblest of which is the, removal of what is injurious from the path: and modesty is the branch of 
faith. ð (Sahih Muslim, Book 1 Iman, #56) 

 
Also, the Prophet (pbuh) expressed on various occasions to perform prayers, Zakat, fasting and other Islamic 
duties that are essential part of following the Hukm of Allah (swt).  
 

 

 

Narrated Abu Huraira: A Bedouin came to the Prophet and said, "Tell me of such a deed as will make me 
enter Paradise, if I do it." The Prophet (pbuh) said, "Worship Allah, and worship none along with Him, offer 
the (five) prescribed compulsory prayers perfectly, pay the compulsory Zakat, and fast the month of 
Ramadan." The Bedouin said, "By Him, in Whose Hands my life is, I will not do more than this." When he (the 
Bedouin) left, the Prophet said, "Whoever likes to see a man of Paradise, then he may look at this man." ð Al-
Bukhari (Kitab Al-Janaõiz, B23, #480)  

 

 

Narrated Ibn Abbas:  
òWhen the Prophet sent Muadh to Yemen, he said to him, "You are going to a nation from the people of the 
Scripture, so let the first thing to which you will invite them, be the Tawheed of Allah. If they learn that, tell 
them that Allah has enjoined on them, five prayers to be offered in one day and one night. And if they pray, 
tell them that Allah has enjoined on them Zakat of their properties and it is to be taken from the rich among 
them and given to the poor. And if they agree to that, then take from them Zakat but avoid the best property 
of the people."ó 
ð Al-Bukhari (Kitab at-Tawheed, v9, b93, #469) 

 

Muhammadôs Guidance:  
The part of Tawheed is to accept that Muhammad is Messenger of Allah, and through Him Allah has sent His 
Law to govern our lives. Thus, we accept Muhammad wordõs without asking him evidence, and follow His 
guidance comprehensively. And we obey Muhammadõs commands without hesitation and any resistance in 

heart. And we follow His guidance, and reject any thing else thatõs contrary to it.  - òWe hear and 

we obeyó. The companions are the examples of this obedience. They obeyed the Prophet (pbuh) with out any 
hesitations. 
 

 

Narrated 'Ubada bin As-Samit:  
who took part in the battle of Badr and was a Naqib (a person heading a group of six persons), on the night of 
Al-'Aqaba pledge: Allah's Apostle said while a group of his companions were around him, "Swear allegiance 
to me for:  
 
1. Not to join anything in worship along with Allah.  
2. Not to steal.  
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3. Not to commit illegal sexual intercourse.  
4. Not to kill your children.  
5. Not to accuse an innocent person (to spread such an accusation among people).  
6. Not to be disobedient (when ordered) to do good deed."  
 
The Prophet added: "Whoever among you fulfills his pledge will be rewarded by Allah. And whoever 
indulges in any one of them (except the ascription of partners to Allah) and gets the punishment in this world, 
that punishment will be expiation for that sin. And if one indulges in any of them, and Allah conceals his sin, 
it is up to Him to forgive or punish him (in the Hereafter)." 'Ubada bin As-Samit added: "So we swore 
allegiance for these." (points to Allah's Apostle) ð Al-Bukhari 

 
All of these narrations are suggesting that saying La Illah illa Allah and submitting oneself to rule of Allah bring 
new responsibilities and duties. It is the duty of every Muslim to diligently perform his or her responsibilities.  
 

Superiority of La Illah Illa Allah:  
Hence, whoever accepted the Tawheed and submitted to Allahõs commands will earn his place in paradise and 
will be pardoned for their (minor) mistakes. This is the understanding of saying La Illah illa Allahé 
 

It is narrated on the authority of 'Uthman that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said. He who 
died knowing (fully well) that there is no god but Allah entered Paradise ð Al-Muslim 

 
Narrated Mu'adh bin Jabal:  
The Prophet said, "O Mu'adh! Do you know what Allah's Right upon His slaves is?" I said, "Allah and His 
Apostle know best." The Prophet said, "To worship Him (Allah) Alone and to join none in worship with Him 
(Allah). Do you know what their right upon Him is?" I replied, "Allah and His Apostle know best." The 
Prophet said, "Not to punish them (if they do so)." ð Al-Bukhari 

 
A Comment : Here it is worthwhile to mention that all the above narrations from Prophet (pbuh) that are giving 
assurance to paradise doesnõt not mean that mere utterance of words òla illah illa Allahó will ensure a place in 
paradise and all sins will be expiated.  
 
This really means that a person who truly admitted to the Tawheed of Allah (as in La illah..) and did not 
committed a shirk5, then Allah (swt) with His mercy may forgive him on day of judgment or, this person will first 
receive the punishment in hell, but later be forgiven due to his honest admittance of La Illah..  
 

This is clearly explained in verse:  - 4:48 òIndeed, Allah does not forgive 

association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whom He wills..ó 
 

                                                           
5 Shirk is the worst crime against Allah (swt). . And Allah (swt) will never forgive the person who makes Shirk. 

. And Mushrik people will remain in Hellfire for ever. . See chapter of Shirk later in this book. 
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