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I. HAKIMIYAH OF ALLAH (SWT) 

Allah (swt) is the Hakim . He is the supreme Legislator. All commands, judgement or legislation belongs to 

Allah (swt).  Allah (swt) claims the Legislative right for Himself in absolute terms:  
 

 д̲н г̳ Я̲ Л̶ т̲ ъ̲ Ѐ̴ϝΖзЮϜ Ͻ̲ ϫ̲ Ъ̶ ϒ̲ Ζе Ы̴̮ Ю̲ м̲ б̳Θу Ч̲ Ю̶Ϝ е̳тΘϹЮϜ Щ̲ Ю̴ Ϻ̲ и̳ϝΖт ϖ̴ Ζъ ϖ̴ Ϝ̶м Ϲ̳ ϡ̳ Л̶ Ϧ̲ Ζъ ϒ̲ Ͻ̲ в̲ ϒ̲ й̴ Я̵ Ю̴ Ζъ ϖ̴ б̳ Ы̶ ϳ̳ Ю̶Ϝ д̴ ϖ̴
- 12:40 òLegislation is not but for Allah . He has commanded that you worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, 

but most of the people do not kn ow. 

 

The term " " is Legislation, Commands for judgment, authority to govern; meaning that it is the right of Allah 

(swt) that He alone declare the Legislation.  
 
This right belongs to Allah alone because, Allah (swt) alone is the owner of the uni verse and no one is partner 
with Him in owning every atom in this universe.  

 ˂ Allah (swt) said all kingdom or sovereignty belongs to Allah alone: 

 - " 3:26 Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and 

You take sovereignty away from whom You will. " 

 ˂ There is no one who is partner with Allah in His sovereignty:  - 25:2 .. 

and has not had a partner in dominion and has created each thing .. 

 ˂ And since Allah (swt) created everything, it is His right that all Commands are from Him: 

 - "7:54  Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the 

Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists)! " 

 
The belief that universe and everything is created by Allah (swt) and dependant on Allah (swt) for its existence 

and sustenance, this belief is the essence of Tawheed al -Raboobiya , and Allah (swt) is the  (Lord of all 

that exists). 
 

Because Allah (swt) is the ( ) Lord of all that exists, it's incumbent on  the Creation to follow the guidance 

of their Master and Creator. And if they have disputes amongst them, then they should return to the judgment of 
Allah (swt) and guidance of His nominated Messenger (pbuh). And they should reject the judgment of any other 
in order to be just towards their Creator.  

 ˂ Allah (swt) said that we follow His Shariah on what was descended and explained to His Messenger: 

 - " 7:3 Follow, [O mankind], what has been revealed to 

you from your Lord and do not follow other than Him any allies. Little do you remember. ' 

 ˂ The Purpose of descending this guidance is that people judge amongst themselves with it: 

 - " 2:213 ... and with them He sent the Scripture in truth to judge between 

people in matters wherein they differed. " 

 
But, if they don't rule and judge by Allah's Shariah, then they are unbelievers that will receive severe  punishment 
on day of reckoning.  
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 ˂ Allah (swt) said:  - "5:44 ... And whoever does not judge by what 

Allah has revealed ð then it is those who are the disbelievers. " 

 
The belief that Allah (swt) is the only Illah, and none other than Allah is worthy of worship and obedience. This 
belief is the essence of Tawheed al -Uloohiya or Tahweed al -Uboodiya . And it is implication of Uboodiya that we 

must accept Hakimya ( ) of Allah  and accept Allah as the Supreme Ruler or Supreme Judge ( ). 

And it is due to which people life their lives according to the Laws given by this Supreme Judge.  
 
Historically this is that exact issue that has always been the reason of conflicts between System of Jahilliyyah and 
Islam. Otherwise, there have been many nations that though they lived in Jahilliyyah but they recognized that 
there is God who created them, and some of them also fulfilled their duties to worship Allah (in the sense of 
rituals). However, they differed on obeying His laws and differed in ruling and judging with His Hukm. They 
thought that accepting God as creator and worshiping him is one thing, and obeying His Laws is completely 
different thing.  
 

Allah (swt) said describi ng such confused people as:  - "6:91 They (the Jews, Quraish pagans, 

idolaters, etc.) did not estimate (recognize) Alla h with an estimation due to Him...", meaning that they made gross 
misjudgment in understanding the p ower and wisdom of Allah (swt). They thought that Allah has given them 
power and intellect but made no arrangement to guide them. Rather He has left them to decide how they choose 
to guide themselves. This is a strange definition of Allah (swt) that sends us to earth but doesn't tell us how to 
live. That all Allah (swt) wanted from us that we prostrate to Him five times a day, but He doesn't really care if 
kill few people, and if we take someone's wealth unjustly.  
 
And what kind of obedience to Allah is it  when the entire system is governed by entities oppose to Laws and 
Commands of Allah? And if Allah (swt) wanted them to constitute their own Law, then he could have said go 
ahead make your own laws because you are very smart. But instead He warned them sternly and repeatedly that 
It is only Allah who has the power to be Legislator.  

 ˂ Allah (swt) said:  - "5:44 ... And whoever does not judge by what 

Allah has revealed ð then it is those who are the disbelievers. " 

 ˂ and repeated:  - "5:45 And whosoever does not judge by that which 

Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimoon (polytheists and wrongdoers - of a lesser degree). " 

 ˂ and repeated:  - "5:47 And whosoever does not judge by what Allah 

has revealed (then) such (people) are the Fasiqoon (the rebellious i.e. disobedient (of a lesser degree) to 
Allah " 

 ˂ and repeated:  - "5:49 5:49 . And so 

judge (you O Muhammad) between them by what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, 
but beware of them lest they turn you (O Muhammad) far away from some of that which Allah has sent 
down to you " 

 ˂ and repeated it over and over again 

 ˂ and declared:  - 12:40 òLegislation is not but for Allah.."  

 
Now, we ask that you judge yourself that how we can take this right of Allah (swt) as Legislator, when He is 
stating this over and over again. How can we take another entity as Illah? how can we take another Illah to be our 
Legislator? 
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No human is Abd (slave) of other human, i.e. No human has absolute authority over other human. This is the 
very essence of descending Quran is to free human from other humans, instead Justice is defined by Allah (swt), 
The Creator of All beings, and this justice is equally applied to all.  
 
The very essence of òLa Illah illa allahéó is that Allah (swt) is òThe Illahó. And Allah (swt) is the only one who 
defines the Law and Judgment. Those who seek to define the Law and Judgment parallel to the Laws of Allah or 
in contradiction to Allahõs law are in essence claiming Uloohiyah with Allah (swt), or seeking partnership with 
Allah (swt) as òIllahó. This is indeed a major Kufr and Shirk. 
 

Those who claim that also have a right to Legislate are called òTaghootó ( ) as the origin of the word 

òToghianó ( ) in Arabic means exceeding the limit.  Taghoot is any and every body or individual who  claims 

the right of Uloohiyah with Allah.  
 
Thus, no human has right to forbid anything on other human except that Allah (swt) forbids it on His creation 
Himself, nor they have right to permit anything on other humans if the Creator Himself prohibited it.  
 

16:116 And do not say about what your tongues assert of untruth, "This is lawful and this is unlawful," to  

 
Jahilliyyah made th is error that they separated the Hakimiya of Allah (swt) from Tawheed al -Uloohiya. They 
claimed (strangely) that we can be obedient to Allah but we don't need His Law to be obedient.  This is their error 
that made the mankind rebel against Allah (swt). Whe n someone legislate laws contrary to Allah's law, he 
exceeds his limits, and self declare himself as "Illah". He starts to declare actions as halal, what Allah (swt) 
legislated to be haram. Thus, such person or entity that constitute laws that are contrary to Laws of Allah (swt) is 

Taghoot ( ).  

 
In Islam, Allah is the Supreme Hakim of mankind, it is His Legislation that governs life of people. In Jahilliyyah it 

is the Hukm of Taghoot ( ) that governs the lives of people. When man bows against the Hukm of Taghoot, 

he essentially accept Taghoot as his Illah. 
 

Ruling with Shariah ( ) and its relationship to Tawheed 

Iman, and Islam 
There is deep and fundamental relationship between Ruling according to Shariah and Tawheed and Iman ( faith, 

belief). This is evident through many verses of Quran as the Hakimiyah ( ) of Allah is embedded in core 

Tawheed and Iman. And the obedience to Allah (swt) necessitates submitting to His Rules, His Commands, and 
His Orders. Allah (swt) states:  
 

 ˂  - 4:65 òBut no, by your Lord, 

they will can have no Faith, until they make you [Oõ Muhammad] judge in all disputes between them, and 
find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept [them] will full submission.ó  

 ˂  -  33:36 òIt is not 

for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have 
any option in their decisions. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a 
plain error.  
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Relationship to Tawheed al-Uloohiya ( ) 

Tawheed al-Uloohiya ( ) also known as Tawheed al-Uboodiya ( ) relates to complete and total 

submission to Commands of Allah (swt). And Allah's right to Legislate and Ruling with Shariah are directly 
related to Tawheed al-Uloohiya.  
 

Ibada (ϢϸϝϡК) 

 ˂ Firstly, in the sense of Abd (slave): Ibadah, in the linguistic sense, is to be under the control of the 

òMaaboudó,   as a slave.  Slavery to Allah (swt) is a privilege.  

 ˂ The sole purpose of our Creation was defined by Allah (swt) as :  . òAnd I 

(Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone).ó. 

 ˂ And Allah (swt) asked us to be His slave:  - 21:92 òI am your Lord, so become my slaveó. 

Meaning that we (human) only obey  His Commands, and no one elses. 

 

 ˂ To submit to Allah, three areas of the human behaviour were identified in Surat Al -Anaam  (Surat Al -

Tawheed ):  

 ˂ Do not seek Judgement with other than Allah :  - ò6:114 Shall I seek any Judge but Allahó 

 ˂ Do not make Walie other than Allah :  - ò6:114 Say: shall I take any òWalieó 

protector/supporter other than Allahó. 

 ˂ Do not worship other than Allah :   - ò6:164 Say: Shall I seek for my Lord any 

one other than Allahó. 

 

Ilah (йЮϜ) 

 ˂ Secondly, in the sense of Ilâh: Since Allah (swt) is the sole Creator of the universe, all Creation belongs to Him 
and is subservient to Him. All provisions an d sustenance is from Him, and all authority and power belongs to 
him. No one else has the knowledge and wisdom of entire creation except Him alone.  Since He is the sole 
Creator and sustainers of entire Creation, then there can be no other authority other than Allah (swt).  

 ˂ Allah (swt) is the only Ilâh.  - "43:84 It is H e (Allâh) Who is the 

only Ilâh  in the heaven and the only Ilâh on the earth. And He is the All -Wise, the All -Knower. " 

 ˂ Allah (swt) states that He is the only provider of sustenance, hence He is the only Ilah: 

 - " 35:3 O mankind! Remember the Grace of 

Allah upon you! Is there any creator other than Allah who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the 
earth? La ilaha illa Huwa ( There is no illah but Him ). How then are you turning away (from Him)? " 

 ˂ Since Allah (swt) is the Ilah, only He commands the right to Legislate. Allah says: 

- 12:40 
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òYou worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and your fathers, for 
which Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah . He has commanded that you 
worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do not know.  

 ˂ Allah (swt) says:  - " 28:70 And He is Allah; La ilaha 

illa Huwa ( There is no illah but Him ). His is all praise, in the first (i.e. in this world) and in the last (i.e.in 
the Hereafter). And for Him is the Hukum (Commands, Order, Legislation,  Decision), and to Him shall 
you (all) be returned. "  

 
There are large number of verses to reflect that Allah is the only Ilah, and that Godness and Authority go hand in 
hand. The Sole God, the only Creator with unlimited power has the Sole Authority to c ommand, order, legislate 
or make any decision. There is no other authority, god, ilah that can supersede His Command and Authority. 
Allah (swt) is the Supreme Authority and the Solo Power of the universe. Allah (swt) is Supreme Sovereign, and 
the entire universe falls in His domain, His Sovereignty, His Kingdom, His legislation and under His Command 
and Control. No one else shares this power and sovereign with Allah (swt). This is the essence of Tawheed al-
Uloohiya.  
 

Rejection of Taghoot (ϤнОϝВ) and other opposition to Allah`s Commands 

 ˂ Thirdly, in the sense of rejecting Taghoot, as Allah (swt) says:  

 

2:256  é So whoever disbelieves in Taghoot and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no 
break in ité 

 
Rejecting those who oppose Allahõs Deen and transgress against his limits is first and foremost activity before 
accepting the Constitution of Islam. This can be understood by following verses : 
 

 ˂  - Rejecting Taghoot: 

 ˂   - 16:36 òAnd We certainly sent into every nation a 

messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid Taghoot.".  

 ˂ Thus, reject all false deities, rebels, ideas or concepts that contradict religion of Allah. 

 

 ˂ Do not take Scholars & Rulers as Lord : 

 ˂  - 9:31 òThey have taken their 

scholars and monks as lords besides Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary. And they were 
not commanded except to worship one God; there is no deity except Himó. Thus, pointing to those 
who start obeying them in commands contrary to Allahõs command. 

 

 ˂  - Do not seek judgment other than Allah :  Judgment is only for Allah  alone.  

 ˂  

- 4:60 Have you not seen those who claim to have believed in what was 
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revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what was revealed before you? They wish to refer legislation 
to taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; and Satan wishes to lead them far astray. 

 

 ˂ Do not blindly follow your forefathers : 

 ˂   -  2:170 And when it is 

said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will fol low that which we 
found our fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood nothing, nor were they guided?   

 

 ˂  - Do not befriend with enemies of Allah and His Messengers :  

 ˂   - 60:1 O you who have 

believed, do not take My enemies and your enemies as allies, extending to them affection while they 
have disbelieved in what came to you of the truthéó. 

 ˂   - 58:20 Indeed, the ones who oppose Allah and His Messenger ð 

those will be among the most humbled.  

 

Relationship to Tawheed al-Ruboobiya ( ) 

Allah (swt) defines himself as Malik -ul -Mulk (Possessor of all the Kingdoms). The Creator that owns everything 
in this Universe and outside of it. Everything belongs to Him (swt).  

 ˂ Allah (swt) says that to Him belongs everything : 

 - " 3:26 Say (O Muhammad SAW): "O Allah! Possessor of the 

kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom You will, and 
You endue with honour whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. 
Verily, You are Able to do all things.  " 

 ˂ Allah (swt) s ays all Creation belongs to Him, and all Orders and Commandments are for Him to give : 

 - " 7:54 Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the 

earth in Six Days, and then He Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a manner that suits His Majesty). 
He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the 
stars subjected to His Command. Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment . Blessed be Allah, the 
Lord  of the Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists)! " 

 

 ˂ Hence, this leave no room for anyone else to own anything in Allah's Universe. Rather it is Allah's will that 
He choose to give anything to us. There is no choice in matter of Creation by the creation, so as there is no 
choice for creation to declare Commandments and Laws. Such an act will be considered a Shirk. 

 ˂ Allah (swt) says:  - " 28:68 And your Lord 

creates whatsoever He wills and chooses, no choice have they (in any matter). Glorified be Allah, and 
exalted above all that they associate as partners (with Him). " 
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Relationship to Tawheed al-Asma wa-Siffat ( ) 

 ˂ Allah's right to Legislate and Ruling with Shariah is directly related to Tawheed as -Asma wa-Siffat (Names 

and Attributes of Allah). Two of the main attribute of Allah (swt) is Al -Hakim ( ) and Al -Hakeem ( ). 

 ˂  -  95:8 Is not Allah the most just of judges?  

 ˂ Allah says:  -  7:87, 12:80 òé The Best of Judgesó.  

 ˂ Allah says:  -  11:45, 95:8 òé The Most Just of the Judgesó. 

 ˂ Allah says:  - " 13:41 ... And Allah judges, there is none to put back His 

Judgement and He is Swift at reckoning." 

 ˂ Allah says:  - " 60:10 ... That is the Judgement of Allah. He judges 

between you. And Allah is All -Knowing, All -Wise. " 

 

 ˂ Hence, denying Shariah of Allah (swt) is denying the main attribute of Allah that defines Him as Ilah.  

 ˂ Allah says:  -  5:50 òThen is it the judgement of [the time of] 

ignorance they desire? But who is better than Allah in judgement for a people who are certain [in faith]ó. 

 ˂ Allah says: - 6:57 òThe decision is only for Allah. He relates the truth, 

and He is the best of decidersó. 

 

 ˂ Rejecting this equates, Kufr and Shirk. 

 ˂ As Allah (swt) says:  - " 

42:21 Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), who have instituted for them a Deen (religion ) which 
Allah has not allowed ?. And had  it not been for a decisive Word (gone forth already), the matter would 
have been judged between them. And verily, for the Zalimoon (polytheists and wrong -doers), there is a 
painful torment " 

 ˂ As Allah (swt) says:   - `18:26 They have no Walee (Helper, Disposer 

of affairs, Protector, etc.) other than Him, and He makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule." 

 

Relationship to Iman ( ) 

 ˂ A person cannot have Iman until he/she fully accepts judgement of Allah (swt) and His Prophet (pbuh). A 
hypocrite is identified by Allah (swt) with two well known traits:  

 ˂ Though a person makes a claim in believing in Allah (swt), however, when it comes to the Law and 
Judgement, he/she goes to the Taghoot and other opponent of Allah (swt) for judgement.  

 ˂ Such a person has hesitation to accept Allah's Law and His Messenger's judgement 
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 ˂ Allah (swt) asked us to follow His Commands and His Messenger's Commands without any hesitation in the 
heart against it. Slightest of hesitation against Allah's Order mean that Iman is incomplete. This has been 
explained in following verses by Allah (swt) himself without any ambiguity.  

 

 ˂ Allah (swt) says: 

 - "4:60 Have you seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent 

down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they wish to go for judgement (in their 
disputes) to the Taghoot (false judges) while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitân (Satan) 
wishes to lead them far astray.[] (4:61) And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allâh has sent down 
and to the Messenger (Muhammad SAW)," you (Muhammad SAW) see the hypocrites turn away from 
you (Muhammad SAW) with aversion (4:62) How then, when a catastrophe befalls them because of what 
their hands have sent forth, they come to you swearing by Allâh, "We meant no more than goodwill and 
conciliation!" ( 4:63) They (hypocrites) are those of whom Allâh knows what is in their hearts; so turn 
aside from them (do not punish them) but admonish them, and speak to them an effective word (i.e. to 
believe in Allâh, worship Him, obey Him, and be afraid of Him) to reach their innerselves ( 4:64) We sent 
no Messenger, but to be obeyed by Allâh's Leave. If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to 
themselves, had come to you (Muhammad SAW) and begged Allâh's Forgiveness, and the Messenger 
had begged forgiveness for them: indeed, they would have found Allâh All -Forgiving (One Who  forgives 
and accepts repentance), Most Merciful. (4:65) But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they 
make you (O Muhammad SAW) judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance 
against your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission . " 

 
Here Taghoot clearly identified as another System of Law that Judges according to Laws that are contrary to 
Allah's Law.  It also denotes a sovereign who doesn't acknowledge Allah's right to Rule and Legislate and abide 
by Allah's L aw and Commandment in their judgement. Hence, that is why they have been ordered to "reject" 
them.   
 
These verses also categorically states that a person who submits to Allah's command must resolve all their 
disputes in light of Allah's Law as explained b y His Prophet (pbuh). In fact, a person who submits to Allah's 
command must reject any other method of judgement and law that contradicts Allah's Law and His Shariah. 
According to words of Allah (swt) such a system of law has no legitimacy in eyes of Allah  (swt). A believer must 
not legitimize authority of Taghoot. It is mere hypocrisy to claim to submit to Allah and at the same time seem 
Rulings from Taghoot and Taghoot Laws.  
 
The last verse clearly identifies that there shall be no hesitation in heart of a believer to accept Allah's Law and 
His Shariah. This principle was pronounced by the Prophet ( pbuh) in the following words: "None of you can 
become a believer until his desires become subservient to what I have brought (i.e. my teachings)."1 [Nawawi]  
 

 ˂ The attitude of a believer is that when he/she hears Allah's Command, he/she rushes to fulfill it, instead of 
finding excuses and wasting time.  

                                                           
1 Cited by al -Nawawi in al-Arba'in, see the tradition no. 41, transmitted on their authority of Abu al -Qasim Isma'il b. Muhammad al -Isfahani, 
Kitab al -Hujjah with the opinion that it is a 'good' and 'sound' tradition, with a sound chain of transmission . [Tafheem, Eng Translation] 


